
1453

Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / July 25

be a great United States Senator, and I look
forward to working with him.

Trilateral Statement: Middle East Peace Summit
July 25, 2000

Between July 11 and 24, under the auspices
of President Clinton, Prime Minister Barak and
Chairman Arafat met at Camp David in an ef-
fort to reach an agreement on permanent status.
While they were not able to bridge the gaps
and reach an agreement, their negotiations were
unprecedented in both scope and detail. Build-
ing on the progress achieved at Camp David,
the two leaders agreed on the following prin-
ciples to guide their negotiations:

1) The two sides agreed that the aim of their
negotiations is to put an end to decades
of conflict and achieve a just and lasting
peace.

2) The two sides commit themselves to con-
tinue their efforts to conclude an agree-
ment on all permanent status issues as
soon as possible.

3) Both sides agree that negotiations based
on UN Security Council Resolutions 242

and 338 are the only way to achieve such
an agreement and they undertake to create
an environment for negotiations free from
pressure, intimidation and threats of vio-
lence.

4) The two sides understand the importance
of avoiding unilateral actions that prejudge
the outcome of negotiations and that their
differences will be resolved only by good
faith negotiations.

5) Both sides agree that the United States
remains a vital partner in the search for
peace and will continue to consult closely
with President Clinton and Secretary
Albright in the period ahead.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this trilateral state-
ment.

Remarks on the Middle East Peace Summit and an Exchange With
Reporters
July 25, 2000

Air France Concorde Tragedy
The President. First of all, let me say, like

all of you, I just heard the news of the crash
of the Concorde outside Paris, and I wanted
to extend the deepest condolences of the Amer-
ican people to the families of those who were
lost.

Conclusion of the Middle East Peace Summit
After 14 days of intensive negotiations be-

tween Israelis and Palestinians, I have concluded
with regret that they will not be able to reach
an agreement at this time. As I explained on
the eve of the summit, success was far from
guaranteed given the historical, religious, polit-
ical, and emotional dimensions of the conflict.

Still, because the parties were not making
progress on their own and the September dead-
line they set for themselves was fast approach-
ing, I thought we had no choice. We can’t afford
to leave a single stone unturned in the search
for a just, lasting, and comprehensive peace.

Now, at Camp David, both sides engaged in
comprehensive discussions that were really un-
precedented because they dealt with the most
sensitive issues dividing them, profound and
complex questions that long had been consid-
ered off limits.

Under the operating rules that nothing is
agreed until everything is agreed, they are, of
course, not bound by any proposal discussed
at the summit. However, while we did not get
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